


E N F 

I’ve belied a lady, 

1 he princefs of this country ; and the air on’t 
Revcngingly enfeebles me Shakefpeare’s Cymbeline. 

My people are with ficknefs much enfeebled. Sheik. H. V. 

Much hath hell debas’d, and pain 
Enfeebl'd me, to what I was in hcav’n ! Milt. Parad. Lojl. 
borne there arc that employ their time in affairs infinitely 
below the dignity of their perfons; and being called by God, 
or the republick, to hear great burdens, do enfeeble their un- 
derftandings, and difable their perfons, by fordid and brutifh 
bufmefs. Taylor’s Rule of living holy. 

Sure, nature form’d me of her fofteft mould, 

Enfeebled all my foul with tender paflions, 

And funk me even below my own weak fex. Addif Cato. 

ToENFE'OFF. v. a. [feoffamentum, low Latin.] To inveft 
with any dignities or polleflions. A law term. 

If the eldcft fon enfeoff the fecond, referving homage, 
and that homage paid, and then the fecond fon dies without 
iffiie, it will defeend to the eldcft as heir, and the feignory is 
extinct. Hale's Cinuntm Law of England. 

Enfe'off.ment. n.f. [from enfrff.] 

1. The a£l of enfeoffing. 

2. r he inftrument or deed by which one is invefted with nof- 

feffions. * 

ToEnfe'tter. v. a. [from fetter.] To bind in fetters; to 
enchain. 

His foul is fo enfetter'd to her love. 

That file may make, unmake, do what flic lift. Sh. Othello. 

ENFILADE, n.j. [hr.] A ftrait pafl’agc ; any tiling through 
which a right line may be drawn. 

To Enfila de. v. a. [from the noun.] To pierce in a right 
line. 

I he avenues, being cut through the wood in right lines, 
were enfiladed by the Spanifh canon. Expedition to Carthagena. 

To Enfj're. v. a. [from fire. J To fire; to fet on fire; to 
kindle. 

So hard thofe heavenly beauties be en fir'd. 

As things divine, leaft paflions do imprefs. Spenfir. 

To Enfo'rce. v. a. [enforeir , French.] 

1. I o give flrength to; to ftrengthen; to invigorate. 

2. To make or gain by force. 

The idle ftroke, enforcing furious way, 

Miffing the mark of his mifaimed fight. 

Did fall to ground. Fairy Queen, b. i. cant. 8. flan. 8. 

3. To put in adl by violence. 

Sker away as fwift as ftones 

Enforced from the old Affyrian flings. Shakefp. Henry V. 

4. 1 o inftigate ; to provoke; to urge on ; to animate. 

Fear gave her wings, and rage enforc'd my flight 
T hrough woods and plains. Fairy j/Jucen, b. ii. cant. 4. 

If you knew to whom you {hew this honour, 

I know you would be prouder of the work. 

Than cuftomary bounty can enforce you. Sh. Merch of Vcn. 

5. To urge with energy. 

Let them aflcmble ; 

And, on a fafer judgment, all revoke 
V our ignorant election ; enforce his pride. 

And his old hate to you. Shakefpeare's Coriolanus. 

He prevailed with him, by enforcing the ill confequence of 
his refufal to take the office, which would be interpreted to 
his diflike of the court. Clarendon. 

To avoid all appearance of difaftcdlion, I have taken care 
to enforce loyalty by an invincible argument. Swift. 

6. To compel; to conftrain. 

For competence of life I will allow you. 

That lack of means enforce you not to evil. Shak. H. IV. 
A juft difdain conceived by that queen, that fo wicked a 
rebel fhould prevail againft her, did move and almoft enforce 
her to fend over that mighty army. Davies on Ireland. 

-. To prel’s with a charge. Little ufed. 

In this point cliaige him home, that lie affects 
T yrannick pow’r : if he evade us there, 

Enforce him with his envy to the people, 

And that the fpoil got on the Antiatcs 

Was ne’er diftributed. Shakefpeare's Coriolanus. 

To Enfo'rce. v.n. To prove; to evince; to {hew beyond 
contradiction. 

Which lawb in fucli cafe we muft obey, unlefs there be 
rcafon {hewed, which may neceflarily enforce that the law of 
reafon, or of God, doth enjoin the contrary. Hooker , b. i. 

Enfo'rce. n.f. [from force.] Power; ftrength. 

He now defies thee thrice to fingle fight. 

As a petty enterprife of fmall enforce. Milton's Agonifies. 

Enfo'rcelh. v. ad::, [from enforce.] By violence; notvolun- 
tarily ; not Ipontar.coufly ; not by choice. 

If thou didft put this fow’r cold habit on. 

To caftigate thy pride, ’twere well ; but thou 
Do’ft it enforcedly : thoud’ft courtier be, 

Wert thou not beggar. Shakefpeare's Timon. 

Enfo'rce.went. n f. [from enforce .] 

1. An adl of violence; compullion ; force offered. 

Confcfs ’twas hcr’s, and by what rough enforcement 
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You got it from her. Shakefp. Aids well that , , 

He that contendeth againft thefe enf,rceme,n ™ %t ‘ 1 ' 

mailer or refill them. Raleigh's Hijtorllf 2 

2. Sanction ; that which gives force to a law J Uleiy,r ld. 

The rewards and punifhments of another life U -K; c . 
Almighty has eftabhihed as the enforcements of his 1 
of weight enough to determine the choice. * ; Jre 

3. Motive of conviction; urgent evidence. Ltekt. 


The perfonal defeent of God himfelf, and his a fr„ m 
of our ficfli to his divinity, was an enforcement bevond M ^ 

methods of whilom that were ever made ufe . f ; , 

1 1 j, . w in the 

llammond on Fundamental 


world. 

4. Pre-fling exigence. 

More than I have faid, 

I he leifurc and enfr.ement of the time 
Forbids to dwell on. Shakefpeare's Ri c b ard m 

Enforcer, n.f [from enforce.} Compeller; one who cfe 
by violence. Wi 

When a man tumbles a cylinder or roller down an hi'l 
’tis certain that the man is the violent enforcer of the firft m * 
tion of it. Hamm.nd's Fundamental 

Enfoui.dred. adj. [ from fou ire, French.] Mixed with 
lightning. 

Heart cannot think what outrage and what cries 
With loul enfouldred fmoak and flalhing fire, 

The hell- bi ed bead threw forth unto the Ikies. Fairy 9 Um 
To Enfranchise v. a. [from franchife] ’ 

x. To admit to die privileges of a freeman. 

The Englifh colonies, and fome fepts of the Irifhry, 
franchifed by fpecial charters, were admitted to the benefit of 
the laws. Davies on Ireland - 

Romulus was the natural parent of all thofe people that 
were the firft inhabitants of Rome, or of thofe that were after 
incorporated and enfranchifed into that name, city, or govern- 

n ' em ; „ Halt's Origin if Mankind. 

2. I o fet free from flavery. 

Men, forbearing wine, come from drinking healths to a 
draught 2t a meal ; and, laftly, to difeontinue altogether: but 
if a man have the fortitude and refolution to enfranchise him- 
felf at once, that is the beft. Bacon > E/Jap. 

If they won a battle, prifoners became Haves, and 
continued fo in their generations, unlefs enfranchifed by their 
mafters. Tempts. 

3. To ft ce or relcafe from cuftody. 

The gentleman, I told your ladyfhip. 

Had come along with me, but that his miftrefs 
Did hold his eyes loekt in her cryftal looks. 

— Belike, that now fhe hath enfranchis'd them, 

Upon fome other pawn for fealty. Shakefpeari. 

4. Todenifen; to endenifen. 

Thefe words have been enfranchifed amongft us. Watts. 

Enfranchisement, n.f. [from enfranchift] 

1. lnvcftiture of the privileges of a denifen. 

The incorporating a man into any fociety, or body politick. 
For example, he that is by charter made denizen of England, 
is faid to be enfranchifed ; and fo is he that is made a citizen 
of London, or other citv, or burgefs of any town corporate, 
becaufe lie is made partaker of thofe liberties that appertain to 
the corporation. Couth 

His coming hither hath no farther fcope. 

Than for his lineal royalties, and to beg 
Enfranchifemcnt immediate on his knees. Shakefp. Rich. II. 

2. Releafe from prifon or from flavery. 

Never did captive with a freer heart 
Caff oft’ his chains of bondage, and embrace 
His golden uncontroul’d enfranchifemcnt. Shakef. Richard II. 
Enfro'zen. pariicip. [from frozen.] Congealed with cold. 
Yet to augment the anguilh of my fmart. 

Thou haft enfrozen her dildainful breaft, 

That no one drop of pity there doth reft. Spenfir on Love. 
To ENGA'GE. v. a. [engager, French.] 

1. To make liable for a debt to a creditor. 

1 have engag’d myfelf to a dear friend. 

Engag'd my friend to his meer enemy, 

'To feed my means. Shakefp. Merchant of fence. 

2. To impawn; to ftake. 

They moft pcrfidiotrflv condemn 
Thofe that engag'd their lives for them. Hudibras , f - u * 

3. To enlift ; to bring into a party. . 

All wicked men are of a party againft religion : fome u 
or intereft engageth them againft it. 7 i Hot fon s trmo 

4. To embark in an affair ; to enter in an undertaking. 

So far had we engaged ourfclves, unfortunate fou s, t a 

lifted not to complain, flnee our complaints could not ut ^ J 

the greateft accufation to ourfclves. 1 nt P \ 

Before I engage myfelf in giving any anfwer to t 1 ^ 
jection of incomumptible lights, I would ^ Bodies. 

tainly averred. ^ ? 

5. To unite ; to attach; to make adherent. , , c: m 

This humanity and good-nature engages every 0 ) . 

fo that when he is plealant upon any of a fr 0 |C (, 

Addifan's Sfeffttor, IN . loo- 


are in good humour. 


6. To 
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Waller. 
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6. To induce; to win by plcafing means; to gam. 

To cv’ry duty he cou’d minds engage , 

Provoke their courage, and command their rage. 

His beauty thefe, and thofe his blooming age, ( 

The reft his houfe and his own fame engage. Dryden s /En. 

So fhall I court thy deareft truth, 

When beauty ceafes to engage ; 

So thinking on thy charming youth. 

I’ll love it o’er again in age. Prior. 

_ To bind by any appointment »r contrail. _ 

1 We have been firm to our allies, without declining any 
expcnce to which we had engaged ourfclves, and we have even 
exceeded our engagement. Atterbury s Sermons. 

8. To feize by the attention, 
o. To employ ; to hold in bufinefs. 

For I fliall fing of battles, blood and rage, 

Which princes and their people did engage. Dryden. 

!0. To encounter; to fight. 

The rebel knave, who dares his prince engage. 

Proves the juft victim of his royal rage. Pope. 

To Enga'ge. v. n. 
j. Toconflht; to fight. 

Upon advertifement of the Scots army, the earl of Holland 
was fent with a body to meet and engage with it. Clarendon. 
2. To embark in any bufmefs; to enlift in any party. 

’Tis not, indeed, my talent to engage 
In lofty trifles, or to fwcll my page 

With wind and noife. Dryden s Perf. Sat. 5. 

Engagement. n.f. [from engage-, engagement, French.] 
j. The aa of engaging, impawning, or making liable to a 
debt. 

2. Obligation by contraa. 

We have, in expence of blood, exceeded our engagements. 

At ter bury s Sermons. 

3. Adherence to a party or caufe ; partiality. 

This praaice may be obvious to any who impartially, and 
without engagement, is at the pains to examine. Swift. 

4. Employment of the attention. 

Play, either by our too conftant or too long engagement in 
it, becomes like an employment or profeflion. Rogers's Serm. 

5. Fight; eonflia; battle. 

Our army, led by valiant Torrifmond, 

Is now in hot engagement with the Moors. 

Encourag’d by defpair, or obfiinatc 
To fall like men in arms, fome dare renew 
Feeble engagement, meeting glorious fate 
On the firm land. 


Dryden. 


Phillips. 


6. Obligation ; motive. 


This is the greateft engagement not to forfeit an oppor- 
tunity. HammoncT s Fundamentals. 

ToEnga'ol. v. a. [from gaol.] Toimprifon; to confine. 
Within my mouth you have engaol d my tongue, 

Doubly portcullis’d with my teeth and lips. Shakef. R. II. 
To Enga'rkiscn. v. a. [from garrifon ] To protea by a 
garrifon. 

Neptune with a flying guard doth engarrifon her ftrongly. 

flow As Vocal For re/ 1 . 

ToEnge'nder. v. a. [engendrer, French.] 

1 . To beget between different fexes. 

This baftard love is engendered betwixt lull and idlenefs. Sid. 

2. To produce ; to form. 

Oh nature! thou, who of the felf- fame mettle. 

Whereof thy proud child, arrogant man, is pufft. 

Engender' fi the black toad and adder blue. SbakcJ'p. Timon. 

Again, if fouls do other fouls beget, 

’Tis by themfeives, or by the body’s pow’r : 

If by themfeives, what doth their working let. 

But they might fouls engender ev’ry hour ? Davies. 

3. To excite ; to caufe ; to produce. 

Say, can you fall? Your ftomachs arc too young. 

And abftinencc engenders maladies. Shakef. Love's Lab. Lofi. 

The prefence of a king engenders love 
Amongft his fubjecls and his loyal friends. Shakef. HenryVI. 

'That engenders thunder in his breaft. 

And makes him roar thefe accufations forth Shakef. H. VI. 
It unloads the mind, engenders thoughts, and animates 
virtue. Addifon's Spectator, N°. 93. 

4. To bring forth. 

Vice engenders ftiame, and follv broods o’er grief. Prior. 
T o Engk'nder. v. n. To be caufed ; to be produced. 

Thick clouds are fpread, and ftorms engender there. Di)d. 
ENGINE, n.f. [engin, French ; ingegni, Italian.] 

1 • Any mechanical complication, in which various movements 
and parts concur to one effeft. 

2. A military machine. 

This is our engine, towers that overthrows ; 

Our fpear that hurts, our fword that wounds our foes. Fairf. 

3. Any inftrument. 

_ The fword, the arrow, the gun, with many terrible en- 
gines of death, will be well employed. Raleigh's EJfays. 

He takes the feiftars, and extends 
T he little engine on his fingers ends. Pope's Rape of the Lock. 
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4. Any inftrument to throw water upon burning houfes. 

Some cut the pipes, and fome the engines play ; 

And fome, more bold, mount ladders to the fire. p _ 

5. Any means ufed to bring to pafs, or to efte&. Ufu. y 

* U Prayer muft be divine and heavenly, which the devil with 
all his 1 engines fo violently oppofeth. Dapper sRulesfor Devon . 

6. An agent for another. In contempt 

They had th’ cfpecial engines been, to rear 
His fortunes up into the ftate they were. 

Engineer, n. f [tngingnier, French.] One who manages en- 
gines ; one who directs the artillery of an army. 

U F’or ’tis the fport to have the engineer 

Hoifl with his own petard. Shakefpeart s Hamlet. 

Him thus enrag’d, 

Dcfcrying from afar, fome engineer , 

Dext’rous to guide th’ unerring charge, defign d 
By one nice fhot to terminate the war. V * 

An author, who points his fatirc at a great man, is like tne 
engineer who fignalized himfelf by this ungenerous practice. 

* b Addifon's Freeholder, N°. 19. 

E'nginery. n.f [from engine.] 

1. The act of managing artillery: . . 

They may defeend in mathenuticks to fortification, archi- 
tecture, enginery, 01 navigation.' Milton on Education . 

2. Engines of war ; artillery. 

We faw the foe 

Approaching, grofs and huge, in hollow cube 
Training his dev’liftl enginery. _ Milton. 

To Engi'rd. v. a. [from gird.] To encircle; to furround ; 
to environ ; to cncompafs. 

My heart is drown’d with grief. 

My body round engirt with mifery ; 

For what’s more miferablc than difeontent ? Shak. Hen. VT. 
That gold muft round engirt thefe brows of mine. Shakef. 
E'ngle. n.f. [derived from the F’rench engluer, to catch with 
birdlime.] A gull ; a put; a bubble. Hanmer. 

I fpied 

An ancient engle going down the hill. 

Will ferve our turn. Shakefp. Taming of the Shrew : 

An alteration of Theobald’s for angel. 

ENGLISH, adj. [enjley, Saxon.] Belonging to England; 
thence Englifh is the language of England. 

He hath neither Latin, French, nor Italian; and you may 
come into the court, and fwcar that I have a poor penny worth 
in the Engli/h. Shakefpeare's Merchant of Venice. 

Of Engli/h talc, the coarfer fort is called plaifter, or parget; 
the finer, fpoad. Woodward . 

To E'nglish. v. a. [ from the noun. ] To tranflate into 
Englifh. 

We find not a word in the text can properly be rendered 
anife, which is what the Latins call anethum, and properly 
Englijhed dill. Brown’s Vulgar Erroitrs, b. vii. c. 7. 

To Englu't. v. a. [engloutir, French.] 

1. To fwallow up. 

Neither my place, nor ought I heard of bufinefs, 

Hath rais’d me from my bed ; nor doth the general 

T ake hold on me : for my particular grief 

Engluts and fwallows other forrows. Shakefpeare' s Othello. 

Cei tainly, thou art fo near the gulf, 

Thou needs muft be cngluttcd. Shakefpeare’s Henry V. 

How many prodigal bits have (laves and pcafants 
This night englutted ! Shakefpeare’s Timon. 

2. To glut; to pamper. 

Whofe grieved minds, which choler did englut, 

Againft themfeives turning their wrathful fpight. Fai. fifu. 
Being once englutted with vanity, he will ftraightway loath 
all learning. Afchanis Schooltnafier. 

ToEngo're. v. a. [from gore.] To pierce; to prick. 

As favage bull, whom two fierce maftiffs bait. 

When rancour doth with rage him once engore. 

Forgets with wary ward them to await, 

But with his dreadful horns them drives afore. Fairy f/hteen: 
To Engo'rge. v. a. [from gorge, F’rench, a throat.] To 
fwallow ; to devour ; to gorge. 

Then fraught with rancour and engorged ire, 

He caft at once him to avenge for all. Fairy fihtecn, b. i. 

That is the gulf of greedinefs, they fay. 

That deep engorgeth all this world is prey. Spenfir’ s Fa. £ht. 
To Engo'rge. v. n. To devour ; to feed with eagernefs and 
voracity ; to riot. 

Greedily (he engorg'd without reftraint, 

And knew not eating death ! Milton's Paradife Lojl, b. ix. 
ToEngra'il. v. a. [from grele, French, hail.] To batter; 
to bruife as with hail. A word now ufed only in heraldry, 
for, to indent in curve lines. 

iEacides then (hews 

A long lance, and a caldron, new, engrail’ d with twenty 
hues. Chapman’s Iliads: 

Polwheel beareth a faultier engrailed. Carew’s Survey. 
To Engra in, v. a. [from greiin.] To die deep; to die in 
grain. 
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